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Alot of us move at full throttle during the holidays – but once the
hustle and bustle is behind us, we’ll be looking for ways to relax
and enjoy this beautiful season. Winter is a great time to bundle

up the family, get out, get active and enjoy the beautiful parks and
trails we have available in Ozaukee County.

The southern part of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail is plowed in the
winter for walking, running and even winter biking, but did you know
north of Highland Drive in Port Washington the trail is left unplowed for snowshoeing or
cross-country skiing? The trail winds through beautiful countryside, but offers a number of
stops along the way where you can grab a cup of coffee or hot chocolate as you’re passing
through one of our small downtowns. Visit the Ozaukee County Planning and Parks
Department website for more information, or www.interurbantrail.com for a great
interactive trail map to help you plan your trip.

The Ozaukee Washington Land Trust owns and maintains more than 600 areas of public
preserves in Ozaukee County. All have excellent opportunities for winter hiking and
snowshoeing, and some areas lend themselves well to cross-country skiing. Trails are marked
and tend to be quiet and almost private. You may find yourself first on the snow and have to
break the trail for others behind you.

Belgium offers 700-plus acres at Harrington Beach State Park along the beautiful shores of
Lake Michigan. The park offers wonderful nature trails for hiking, snowshoeing and cross-
country skiing around Quarry Lake, which highlights the history of Stonehaven, a mining
community that was once located in the park. The entire park is a great place for

birdwatching. 
Another county park worth highlighting is the

Shady Lane
Natural Area
located within
Hawthorne Hills
County Park and
Golf Course in
Saukville. This
natural area offers
miles of beautiful
trails along the
west bank of the
Milwaukee River
with spectacular
views, and is the

perfect spot for a peaceful hike through the woods or for some
birding.  

Riveredge Nature Center in Saukville offers 10 miles of trails, which are open to the
public year-round from dawn to dusk. Enjoy the beauty of these wonderfully restored
natural sanctuaries, where you will find prairies, ponds, woods and more than a mile of
Milwaukee River shoreline. You can snowshoe, ski and hike. Bring your own equipment or
you can rent from Riveredge Nature Center.

Tendick Nature Park in Saukville is named after Donald Tendick Sr., who donated the
woods and farmland to the county in 1999 for year-round enjoyment. Across from Tendick
Park, the Blue Heron Wild Life Sanctuary’s 92 acres are privately held but open to the public.
Bordering the Milwaukee River, it has seemingly endless maintained trails for hiking year-
round and cross-country skiing in winter. The trails move through different habitats,
including wooded areas and grasslands.  

Just north of Port Washington are acres of rolling terrain and trails that pass through

woods, prairie and
grasslands, as well
as the Huiras Lake
Preserve in the
northwest part of
the county.  This
area offers a
wonderful winter
experience, whether
you’re cross-country skiing, hiking, snowshoeing or birding.

Lion’s Den Gorge Nature Preserve, part of the Ozaukee County Park System and located
along Lake Michigan in the town of Grafton, is a one-of-a kind experience for passive winter
recreation. Called an “ecological jewel” within the Ozaukee County Park System, Lion’s Den
offers striking views of Lake Michigan and undeveloped 130-foot high clay bluffs. The
preserve includes 73 acres of trails, boardwalks and bridges, and when clear, a staircase that
weaves along the bluffs, over significant ravines, through the wetlands and down to the shore
of Lake Michigan. It’s stunning any time of year, but particularly so in the winter, and a
perfect location for birdwatching and nature photography.

Bratt Woods in Grafton has a lovely loop trail which is wonderful for
a short ski trip (just over 15 acres in all) as long as the snow is fairly
new.  It is popular for walking so after a few days, the snow on the trail
can get pretty packed. It is always beautiful for winter hiking as the
trail runs close to the Milwaukee River. This official birding hotspot
offers parking at both ends of the preserve.

Kurtz Woods in Grafton has interesting and beautiful topography
and majestic old trees.  It is best for hiking because of the rocky terrain
- being in Kurtz Woods is much like being in a mini-Kettle Moraine
forest.  Don't forget your camera! 

Further south near County Line Road, the Mequon Nature Preserve
provides 444 acres of fresh air and beautiful vistas from the five-plus

miles of hiking trails, and a 40-foot observation tower. Trails are free
and open to the public 365 days a year from sunrise to sunset. Mark your
calendar for February 1st for the eighth annual Winter Frolic!

Also in Mequon is Mee-Kwon Park, where you can cross country ski
on groomed trails, or enjoy a fun family afternoon on a favorite County
sledding hill! 

Many of our parks and natural areas offer classes throughout the
year - before heading out, consider visiting websites for special events,
pet-friendly areas, classes, fees or seasonal updates. Then get out and
enjoy the beauty of the trails throughout Ozaukee County. For
information on all these activities and more, pick up a copy of the
Ozaukee County Tourism Guide available at area chambers and visitor

centers, visit www.ozaukeetourism.com and follow the Ozaukee County Tourism Facebook
page. On behalf of the Ozaukee County Tourism Council, thank you for helping make our
County a great place to live and play!

Enjoying Ozaukee County as a Winter Wonderland

LIon’s Den

Be a tourist in your own backyard

Shady Lane Tendik Park

Mementos of Christmases past

Q. My father told me he never
liked this ornament on
Grandmother’s Christmas tree
in the 1940s. I considered it so
fascinating and was allowed to
hang it on the back of our tree.
Any thought on value or history?

— Margaret, North Prairie

A. From 1900-1932 Fredrick
B. Opper created a newspaper
comic strip for Hearst’s New
York Journal called “Happy
Hooligan.” Often called the laugh
maker, Opper’s reputation
heightened via the use of a hobo
figure. During presidential
election campaigns, biting
caricatures were hurled weekly.
Your example’s colors are red,
white and blue; it was no
surprise when President Hoover
and former President Coolidge
attended the Happy Hooligan
30th birthday celebration. 

Even famous doll companies
like Steiff and Schoenhut sold
hobo dolls. There are earlier
versions of Happy Hooligan with
far less detailing, smaller sized,
but with extended annealed glass
limbs. For an added layer of
protection, blown-glass
ornaments often were wrapped
with fine, curly wire. 

Your 9-inch ornament with
rich paint color, in near mint
condition, has an estimated
value of $350 and could be much
higher in an antique Christmas
collectibles auction. I think
Happy Hooligan had a protected
place on the back side of the tree!

* * *

Q. My grandmother was
born in 1880. At some point this
13-inch tall Santa belonged to her.
Can you tell me more about it? 

— Phyllis, Waukesha

A. Often called chalkware,
plaster composition figures of
every description were molded
and hand-decorated. Thousands
were made in early 20th century
and given away (or won) at
county fairs and carnivals. 

Chalk will disintegrate when
washed, often will chip or break,
and paint wears off easily. The
jolly and plump Santa that we
know today was created in the
1950s as an advertising gimmick.
Vintage chalkware items are
always highly sentimental but
sadly retain little value. 

Estimate for your
grandmother’s Santa: $25.00

Packing Christmas 
memories

In the early 20th century,
most tree ornaments were
imported and then purchased
from the local dime store.
However, care instructions
were never included. 

To keep your antique and
vintage items in the best
possible condition, avoid these
five common mistakes:

■ Attic storage:
Temperatures fluctuate,
especially in cardboard boxes.

■ Damp basements or a
garage: Pests and mildew
destroy keepsakes.

■ Rough cleaning: Use only a
soft baby toothbrush.

■ No newspaper: Wrap in
white tissue paper or archival
paper.

■ Avoid direct contact with
plastic baggies, tape, rubber
bands or paper clips.

Have an item 
for appraisal?

If you have an item you’d like
to be appraised, mail entries to
Waukesha Antique Shop, 1427
E. Racine Ave., Unit E-2,
Waukesha, WI 53186. 

Send sharp, well-lit photos of
front, back and underside of
your item, and measurements
are important. 

List any known history or
even hearsay, length of
ownership and all markings,
even partial ones. 

Include your name, address
and phone number. 

No photos can be returned
and no purchase of antiques
will occur.

(Barbara Eash is a member of
the Certified Appraisers Guild of
America, specializing in
appraisals of antiques and
collectibles and has extensive
experience writing and speaking
about antiques.)
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Antiques Appraised

Hooligan ornament will keep you Happy, but chalkware value fades


